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»f JOHN LATHROP, joh. 



.^'. 
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Jit M Meeting ef the Fretfutderi «nJ tthtr JnhaBilanit ef tit 
Town tf BOSTON, dalj qualifitd and legallj viarned, im 
fublUTovtt- Milling, ajftmhttd at FantHil-liaUf oaMandaj 
the 4lh Day if July, A. £>. 1796 ; "' 

'■ 'vote D, 



X HAT the Selbcthen be and hereby aro 
appointed a Committee to wait on JOtiN L^THRO?, 



i'9- 



n the Name of the Town !■ 




the fpimedand elegant ORATION this Day delivered 
by him, at the Requeft of theTown, upon the Annivek- 

ov: AMERICA — in which, according to "the Inftiiutidn 
of the Town, he confidered the Feelings, Manners, an<l 
Principles which led to that great National Event — aatl 
to icqueft of him a Copy thereof forthcPrefs. ', 

jttiji, '"■ : 

WILLIAIjI COOPER, Town Clerk, 






AS an' apology for gratifying the wifbes of my 
Fellow Citizens' muft be unneceffary and fu, . 
perfluous, 1 fubmit to their penifal the ORATION, whiclt 
they beared pronounced, wittt.kind and faudid attention,! 



Vour obedient uid obliged fervant, 

JOIJH LATHROP, jui\, 
Jt7LY g, J79S. 
7'bt Si!eiJmin of 
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OR A T I O N. 



IT is now acknowledged as a faft in po- 
litical biography, thai Liberty defcended 
ftom Heaven, on the 4th of July, 1776.— r- 
Wc arc aflcmbled on this day, the twentieth 
a'nnivcrfary of her advent, to f> mpathifc in thofc 
pleafiircs which none but freemen can enjoy ;— 
io exchange thofe mutual congratulations, which 
none, but freemen can cxprefs. 

Th£ firft promulgationofthcGolpcl of Liberty, 
was the declaration of American independence. 
Her apoftles, the venerable congrcfs, whofe mode 
<)f evangelizing, made many a Felix tremble, fealcd 
the doom,and jffued the death-warrant of Defpot^ 
jfm. The meafure of her iniquity was filled up : 
The decree was gone forth, and Americans were 
eleiSed by God, to redeem from bondage, the 
tniferable vitftims of arbitrary power. But it 
would have been of ao avail, for them to publifh 
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Co theenflaved the beauues of Freedom, defcribe 
her clurms, and urge th^ duty of poflcfling her, 
while they, themfelves, were declared by an at^ of 
the Britifh legiflature, liable tp be h»unitn by tk'f 
wUi and lavs of that tyerheatittg jtingdam, ** nt 
ALL CASES WHATSOEVER." Thcy difdaiticd an 
jnconfiftency of chaxadler : — they priffentcd the 
world'with a glorious example by efFeding their 
own emancipation. Yes,jny fellow couRtrymrn ! 
You indignantly refilled a bafc fubmiffipn to the* 
iifiirpation of Great Britain, — to the imp<^tions 
of her parliament and the infolence of her minif- 
try. * Aft^r oppofingrcafoning and argument to 
her abfurd prctenfions and dignified remonftrance 
to her unjuftifiable encroachments, the folemn 
appeal was made toHcaven — tlie fword was drawn> 
and the once infci>arable tic of connedlion be-^ 
tween the two countries, feTcrcd in twain. The 
mighty blow refoundcd through the univcrfe. 
The nations of the earth were aftonifhcd— dumb 
*iih furprifc or trembling with apprehenfion. 
The deep rooted thrones of aged monarchies were 
fliaien to their centres. The baftiies of Tyranny, 
riven by the fhock,, relucllantly admitted th« ray^ 
of hope to gladden the defponding hearts of their 
wretched tenants, and opened to their Tiew a difi 
tant profpeift of fccnes illumined with Liberty'? 
lull and petfcfl day.-- What 
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An oration. j 

1Vha¥ were the feelings, mannersand princi- 
ples, "^hich produced the great national cTcnti 
the fnbjciSt of our annivcrfiiry coflnin«mcrration ? 
Spring frortn an ancctfry ennobled by their vir- 
tue and their bravery, and inheriting from their 
dauntlcfs fires, that ardent fpirit. tliat Kigh-fbuled 
honor, which equally difdained a quiet fubmiffiba 
to an tnfult or an Injurji Americans could not 
difguife their abhorrence of that fyllem of ptrficy,' 
ivhich had for its objeift the inci^eafe of regal pre- 
rogative, add the confequcnt diminution of die 
privileges of the people. They Imd leamcd the 

. nature of the rights of man, anidng the earlieft 
^rudiments of their educaticHt. - That God never 
created a human being to be a flave, was in dteir 
opinion, an axiom fo fclf evident, fo facrcd an ar- 
ticle of natural and revealed religion, that it would 
have been blafphemy to have deemed it problem- 
atical. Convinced that all men are born free and 
equal, they never could comprehend the a.rgn~ 
mcnts adduced to fupport the prctcniions of dig- 
nified defcent or hereditary honor. They loved 

■ their natal foil, for it was fubdued and culrivatt4 
by their fethers, the abode of all their hearts held 
dear, and congenial with the rapid and laxuroot 
growth- of "the towering oak of Independence.— •' 
What then wtfrc their feelings, when they were 
declared 
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declared flaves by the mofl infolent of all the ii^ 
crees that ever emanated from the polluted fource 
of ufurped authority ? What their feelings when 
the advice of a Cambdbn «as rejeSed — ^whenthe 
eloquence of aCHATHAMjtheir immortal advatcate. 
was unregarded by the infatuated prbjeflors of 
American fubjugatiofi ? Such their feelings— ^ 
»s thofe which infpii-ed the patriots of atwienC 
days and the heroes of former times — ihipelled 
them to vengeance againfl tyrants and urged 
them to godlike atchtevements. Suth as glowed 
in the i^uthors of Roman and Grecian, of Belgic 
and Helvetic liberty — in the Catos, the Tells, 
the Naflaus, the Hampdens, the Adamses and 
the Wafhingtons, who have maintained and fup* 
ported the rights of the people, and by prcfervi. 
ing their freedom, given life its befV grace and 
exiflence its brighteft charm. 

Their manners, — Americans I May thofe 
manners and thofe feelings, which Jnfpired the 
adlions and were expreHed in the conduit of the 
patriots of 1776, be exhibited in the deportment 
of our lateft poftcrity ! They were incapable of 
difiimulation — they could not conceal their 
■ thoughts, nor did they blulh to communicate to 
thcix fovereign, their forrows and their fcar^. 
They 
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^hzy prayed for ah alleviation of their burdens ; 
buc they firmly contended that they ought not to 
be taxed by any political body, of which they were 
not a conftituent part, and in which they were 
hot reprefcntcd. They petitioned, they argued, 
they rcnionftrated. — Their petitions were treated 
with filcnt contempt — their arguments i^eread- 
drefTed to the deaf ears of pride and obftinacy— 
their rcinonftranceswere conftrucd into overt ads 
of treafon, for which, they were fcntcnced to 
fuffcr the fevereftpuniftimenl that Cruelty could 
.devife or De{i>otilin.infiijft. Theif manners, pure 
and unadulterated, were the flrong language that 
fexprcfled the fcnfations which agitated their bo. 
foms. They unequivocally demonftratcd their 
determined courage,and were dignified as itie rc- 
folutions of their enthufiaftic fouls.— EnthuQaf- 
tic ! Yes ! and it was a glorious enthufiafm.which 
infpired with otic fentimciJt and one intent, more 
than three millions of brave men, and kindled 
thofe unquenchable flames, which melted the ma- 
nacles of tyranny, and illurpined with lufire di« 
Tine, an imancipat£0 world 1 

Such feelings — fuch liianners could have ori- 
ginated only from the nobleft, the moll uncorrupt- 
ed and Aeady principles ; from principles found- 
ed in virtue, 'the criterion ' of whofc ettellcnce 
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Kas been unerring Experience. Such, warmed thtf' 
breaft of him, who confccrated Utica to eternal 
fame, and who, when Csfar had banifhed Liberty 
"from his country, flew after her. to enjoy herblcC 
lings among the gods. Such, fired the hardy and 
valiant oppofcrs of defpotifm, when the fecond 
Phillip of Spain, like the third George of Britain^, 
forced a brave people to become free and inde- 
pendent by opprcfling and endeavoring to bind' 
them in chains^ 

Tit AT the beft way for a great cnipire to tai 
Her colonies is to conier benefits upon them, and; 
that no rulers have a right to levy contribution* 
upon the property, or exail the" fcrviccs of theit 
fiibj efts; without their own, or the confent of their 
imraediatereprdbntativics, were prirlciplesnever 
recognized' by the miniftry aod parliament of 
Gteat Briuirt. Rtafly cnarriodred of thrir fclfifli 
fyflems of policy, and obrtiflately deterirtincd ti> 
cffedr the execution of their nefarious purpcfes, 
they were deaf to the fuggcftions ofrelifon arid 
^ht demandisof juffico. The frantic, tho* tran- 
fient energy of intoxicated rage was-exhibited in 
their every a<ft> and blackened and <]iftorted- the 
features of their national character. On thecon. 
trary, Americans had but one objeta in view,, for 
1/1 IndepcndcAoe are concentrated and condenfed 
evciy 
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An oration. jj 

<very blefling that makes Ufedefirablc, every right 
and every privilege which can tend to the happl- 
nefs or fecurc the native dignity of man. In the 
attainment of Independence, were all their paf- 
Hons, their dcHres, and their powers engaged. 
The intrepidity jmd magnanimity of their armies, 
•^thc ' wifdorp and inflexible firmnefs of their 
Con^refs— the ardency of their patriotifm — their . 
unrepining patience, w^en affailed by dangers and 
perplexed with aggravated misfortunes, have long 
and defervedly employed the pen of panegyric 

and the tongue of eulogy. Through the whole 

Tevolutionary-conflii^', a canfiftency an^ fyftem- 
atic regularity were preferved, equally honorable 
as extraordinary. The unity of defign and clal- 
fically corretfl arrangement of the feries of inci.. 
dents which complcated the epic ftory of Ameri- 
can Independence, were fo wonderful, fo well 
wrought, that political Hyper criticifm was abalhed 
at the mighty produiaion, and forced to join her 
fifter Envy, in applauding the glorious compofi., 



It is my plcafing duty, my fellow citizens, to 
felicitate you on the cftablilhment of our national 
ftvereignty ; and among the various fubjetSs for 
congratulation and rejoicing, this is not the moft 
unimportant, that heaven has fpared fo many vct- 

■ ■ erans 
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erans in the art of war, fa many fages, ■yho arij 
vcrfcd in the beft policies ot peace ; mcn» v/]\a 
arc able to inftruit and to govern, and whole 
iaithfijl fervices, whofe unremitted exertions to 
promote the public profpcrity, entitle them to 
our firmed confidence and waimeft gratitude,— 
Thank Gop ! Uniting in the celebration of this 
annivcrfary, I behold many of the illuftrious. rem- 
nant of that bqnd of patriots, who, dcfpifiilg dan- 
ger and death, determined to be free or glorioufly 
perifh in th« caufc. Their countenances bcarflf 
jncxprefliblc delight — our joys are increafcd by 
their prefence, our raptures arc Heightened by. 
their participation. The feelings which infpired 
them in the "times which tried men's fouls,"! 
are communicated to our bofoms. : We catch the; 
divine fpirit which impelled them to bid defiance 
to the congregated hoft of defpots ; which, ena-^- 
bled them to dart the lightnings and hurl the 
bolts which their Franklin had wrdled fron^* 
Jove's right hand, at their proud oppreflbrs and 
ruthlefs foes. . We fwear to prefcrve the blcflings- 
thcy toiled to gain, which they obtained by tho 
inceflant labors of eight diftrefsful years ; — to 
tranfmit to our pofterity.our rights undiminilhed,; 
OUT honor untarni&cd, and our freedom unim^ 
. paired. , . 

,-■ ..... A"**^' 
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After cncountenng the combined force of 
European tyrants in the field, it| I7S3> the cUinu^ 
of America were acknowledged, and her requUt^ 
tions complied with, by the /elf-titled quetn of tht. 
ijles and' fttifirefs of the oftaa, Britain, humbled 
itnd exhauftcd— worn dowti with the burthen o£ 
an unfui^cefsfuL war, and bleeding with unnum- 
bered wounds,' yielded to the imperious control 
«f neceflicy, ^nd declared the thirteen United 
States to be fttt, fovereign and independent.-^ 
Columbia, reclined at her cafe beneath the fliade 
ef her laurels.' The roles of peace were interwo- 
ven with the wreath of glory that encircled hee 
brqws. ^' The fword, which ftie had wielded in tho 
<:aufe of Liberty was committed to the hands of 
Agriculture, and furrowed the foil fhe had fertili- 
sed with the blood of her enemies. But the work 
was not accompliftied : pther labors were yet 
to be performed,, other difficulties to bevanquifh- 
ed. During the critical time, when harmony of 
fentiment united the different States ; — wh£n they 
were all engaged in the attainment of their free- 
dom ; — when all their interdls were involved in 
the event of the conflid and the fuccels of theic 
arms, the old fyftem of confederation was ade- 
quate to the purpofes for which it was inftitutedi 
But, \yhea danger was over and. the ardent p»f- 
aons which infpired every bofom with ihe gener- 
ic ^- . " ous 
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oBs glow of fympathy and affedtion,— of manLw 
coun^ and fracsrnal folicitude, had fublided, the 
iituacion of oiir country was difcevered to be truly 
alarming. Having once luffercdfo-feverely from 
the rod of arbitrary power, the people were jea- 
laus, even of the /ulers they had appointed by 
their own fuffniges." But I will not' enlat^e on 
the fcenes which followed, on .that difalte-rous 
ftateof America, whidh Was'remedied albhe by 
a political revolution, more wonderful thaii the 
fiu^uinary one, which effected her feparatioia 
frook Britain^ The merc^hant recolI<:dts his di(^ 
nantled Qiipping and his ufelefs llores— the huf- 
bandman, the {>eri{hed produce of his farms-^ 
the mechanic, Jiow idle were his tools, 'how fata( 
liis' unavoidable leifure. The White pinions of 
Commerce were furled, and fhe wept at her ina- 
bility to waft over the Atlantic's waves the luxuri- 
ant harvcfts of her fifler Plenty. The debilitated 
confederation of the States — the inefScacy o^ 
■ rccon^mendatory fyftem, where the bbftinacy 
«r envy of one inferior department of" govern- 
ment " could put a negative upon the coilefted 
wifdomof the union" — the abfoluteweaknefs and 
nominal fapremicy of Congrefs, were produftive 
of uncounted evils, of continual jargon and per- 
petual feuds. And, upon minute infpciition, the 
whole' 
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t»hoIc ftrudure of our national fovcrcignty — the 
temple where were to rtfidc the power and dig- 
nity of iheUnitedStates, appeared fo ieeblc, built 
of fuch Highc materials^ (o difproportioned ia-ita 
form, and incompetent to the defign of its erec- 
tion, that it was pronounced unworthy- the trou- 
ble and expenfe of alteration or repair.' Tbe 
decaying edifice was peaceably taken down, by 
conknt of the people, and the majeflic fatu'ic o( 
the Federal Conftitution, reared in its flcad. 
Sublimely towering to the heavens, its high dome 
concentrarcs the admiration and applaufe of aU 
ihc litngdoms and dominions of the earth. Sap^ 
gorted by its maflive columns, it fliall ftand im- 
fliaitcn and uninjured, until in one general con- 
flagration the great globe that we inhabit^lhaU 
bedilTolved in the undiftinguiftiablc ruin offiiM 
and of worlds. I 

Americans could riot hefltate in ttieir choice 
of a chief magiflrate. From the calmfhadcsrf 
Mount Vernon,, called by the voice of his country, 
fie, who was our cloud and pillar, during one 
pilgrimage and warfare, arole to govern aoA 
guard us in peace. Every heart beat with t.ranfr. 
ports— every tongue hailed hinv welcome, thrice: 
welcome !^ — Under his wife and unequalled ad- 
miriiftration, air rants and d^rec5 oiour fellow 
*^^ V <;iti?.^n^. 
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-citizens Iiave been happy and profperous. Thl 
lofty pyramid of American glory has been com-* 
ipleated. A& oiir ftrugglcs for freedom wertf 
Hinparallelled in their force and fuccefs, fo o\ir 
fcnfe of its value has been cllimated and propoir^ 
tioned. We have fecureJ it by the beft conftitu- 
iion, that ever wis dcvifed by the wifdohi of man i 
ire have defended it as well from foreign inva. 
iion as' from the hiore dangerous attacks of do- 
meftic ambition. And although a few afpiring 
and difcontented Exotics, have founded the alarm 
and rung difmat peals upon the Tocfm ; — the 
real friends to their country, have remained eafy 
aiid unappall^, grateful to God foi- their humer- 
bus blefTings, and induflrioufly labouring in the 
city aiid theficld,.todeferveand be favored wirti 
a continuance of them. And though ingratitude 
has dared to impeach the mofl inflexible integri- 
ty ;— though difappointed ambition has emitted 
sill its venom to blacken the fair reputation of un- 
fullied virtue j though the beft intentioria have 
been mifrcprefcnted arid the nobkft motives af- 
C'ribcd to viler purpofes than ever were conceived 
By a Clodios or a Catalihe, the con^denCe of the' 
American People can never be removed, 
noi- their afFctaions diverted from their long 
^rlcd, their long loVcd W A S H I N G t O N., 

M 
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As AtnericiiDi we fliould bejcalousof our na- 
tional character : let us noc prcfcnt it to the 
Irorld. colored with the mottled appearance which 
ivill be givenj by divi0oA of feelings, difference - 
of iharlner3 and a fervilc rubmifiian to any foreign 
influence. We have a right — ^a right dearly pur- 
chafed — a right, which we ought fooncr die than 
nlinquiAi, toai^, fpeak and think for ourfelves. 
PofTeiTing refources inexhauftibEe, we can com- 
mand the wealth of other countries to flow into 
tnir own depofitories. Our long extent of (ea 
coafl indented with capaclbus bays and numerous, 
harbon :— our unmeafurable interior territory 
interfered with navigable rivers and fertilizing 
ftrcams, etlfure fuccefs to the enterprize of Com- 
merce, and an abundant reward to the labors of 
Agriculture. In what region of the globe has 
n6t our conflelUted flag been borne ? It has 
been difplayed in. Boreal blafl:s, it has been fanned 
hy the gentle breezes oi milder climes. 

Intelligence is the foul of Liberty. Im- 
prelTcdwitha duefeofeof this important truth, 
our anceltors inflituted feminarics of learning, 
and engrafted the fciom of literatut^; on their 
political conftitutions. The venerable walls of 
Harvard, are monuments to their eternal honor. 
An Xmerican, who can neither read aor write, is 
C a» 
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as rare a phenomenon as the vifit of a coitiet to*^ 
i)ur hemifpbere'. ' Enlightened, honeft, and in^ 
dependent, the citiztha'of c^ur populous towns, thd 
inhabitants oftmr' villages ahd hamlets; adl^reafoiv 
ihd'det6rnidne*fuf thctnrelves; on fiibjefls df the 
great^ rtiomeflt, wuhfuch propriety, that the 
Voice of the \Mnetican people, may with juftice 
be termed the voice of God.' tct vti then be 
Americans; Oar alliance will be courted fo long- 
as wc behave with that dignified' relerve,^hich- 
rcfu(c9, alike,- tb urge foreign intimacies' ivheai 
the/ ar^ unneceflPary, and the adoption of forciga; 
principles and habits^ Hemole from ttie theiure- 
of Europeatv'contefts, we may profit by their va- 
riances without involving ourfclves in th'eir wars; 
I^ one memberof the great family oi nations haa- 
a right to interfere in our' domeftic concerns; or. 
to impoli upon us partial, and partictdar obli-. 
gationr.— i — To France, we owe unbounded gra- 
titude. When aflailedby the tempefla, and toflbd 
by thtf rough billbws of War, Qie burft in all the 
- radiance of her power, upon our dreary lituation, 
and iUumtncd our pafiage to the haven of Free- 
dom. — Ah 1 Do w« not pay the tributary figh t*- 
the memories of thofc Gallic heroes who fell in' 
our caufe, or have been iacrificed, the viiSims of 
revolutionary rage in that country, for which, they 
would hive cheerfully ihcd the laft drop of their 
blood 2 
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I Mood ? Can we check Uie c^ , that Gratitude 
claimi, whNi in movrnbil ulea. we vifit the datle 
dungeon of ,Faystti jinjd li^ep to the clanking 
,«f hischiios? But I/(>rbear'--F»iace,uatlength. 
rfree— ^VieW'her riflng from the ^oomawbichhad 
.lb long lowered around her— blackei^.her prof. 
pe£ls,and eclif^ed her glory, and fplendid yi'Viti 
■ikc unbounded eSulgcDce of Liberty,! 

For. Britain, we feel anxious as patriots and la 
.'ineti. Her fuccefs would fervc to increafe the 
pride of her miniftry, and ftrengthen the arm pf 
toysA prerogative. Her &11 — would fubjug^tea 
brave people to foreign dcnnination. -Britonsart 
valiant and enlightened ; we refpe^ thejr virtues, 
we love the acniable traits of.cheir ^chanti^cr. 
while, we .lament the ncceflicy of a reform in their 
whole fyftem qf govcrnmcnr. Alas ! The pto^xA 
6f peace which fo lately glimmered-ln the^p^liticE^ 
horizon is .vahiflied and gonei - A^n the Hghu 
nihgs ^Qi, the thunders roll^wand the letapeft 
wildly rag^ over wretched Evrope, -itS;darstioft 
incalculable, defolatirrginits courfe. and r^&&leis 
in itfi progrefs ] ^fay the guardian .God of Co- 
jLumbia preferve our land from the ravage of the 
J^orm I and the fury of the cosfli^Uog demencs i 

To 
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■ To- form a'treaty with Britain, was an exercift 
Iff natibnal right : Tli.- merits or dcmer tj of that 
treaty, are fubjerOtsi which I do" not fed m/fclf 
warranted'in confidtring on this day, «hcn the_ 
hatchet of Party ^hould be buried, when fraternal 
hive, arid congeniality of feeling, ought lo glow 
in every bofoih, aiid ferighten every countenance; 
May its effcits be propitious to oar commerce' 1 
May the . convu^ioa that the ^idatcs of PrH- 
denci are ip^^iitejy mprp worthy of obfervance, 
ithan thofe of iie/e«/»MM/, induce an univcrfal ac- 
^uicfence in the proceedings of our conftitHtcs^ 
»tHUoriti?e ! - . .'l 

", To ■ prcferxe'. tp perpetuate the independence 
pf our country, is the d,uty, not only of our civil 
rulers, but pf ^vc^-y individual. ■ Much depends,- 
Trecjuentl^j upon tbe exertions ancf dcfigns of a 
'fTn'gle hiember of fbciety. The fate of Empires- 
lias been decltjed by an afpiring demagogue, ot 
an ambjtigus hero 1 , ' ■ ■ ! 

'■' Intrigui andTai^ipn, are the inftrumentj 
■vfhiclrdcfighing'and' artful men employ" to prcii 
dt^e the deftrudion of good government, and- 



by Google 



A« ORATION. ai 

rfie confequenr annihilation of order and of law. 
When thofe infernal agents, are at work, he whq 
bdlows loudcft for Liberty, intends to be thety- 
nnc in chief. Let us be jeabus of thofe Senu. 
pr(Hiii— unniantle their nefanous intentions, and 
«»)nvince them of the hlhcy of their hopes to 
dfcd tKcir purpo&s in the midll of an enlighu 
cned' people. 

That a well-regulated militia is necellkry to 
prote6l bur freedom and our happin^fs ; to guard 
the temple of Juftice fronv-the outrages of the 
iawlefs and ' abandoned, and to wreak the ven- 
geance of an infulted and powerful nation upon 
Cheinfolent invaders of our foili is. a truth too 
generally acknowledged, to require any fupport 
from argument or from eloquence. Our brave 
and" hardy yeomanry, ftrong and vigorous, com- 
pofe an army, whofe force would be as irrefiftible, 
as their hatred of tyrants is unconquerable. Dif- 
ciplined and patriotic — their fotdierly appear- 
in ce would make the flaves of Hefle or Waldeck 
tremble, though thofe wretched hirelings have 
not fcnfe to difcern or rclpeft the ardent virtue 
pf their dauntlefs bofoms, 

^ AHSRIC4,' 
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Ambrica* the birth place of libertjr, the tro- 
|iUed^ode <^vi<^ory« the only and birefl reji. 
dence of Pfcacc— the afy^lutn of the opprcfled,^ 
pieGcnts to the work) an obje<3 for admiration,— 
to fiiperifu- beings ^ lubjeA fat a[^Iaufe.>^nde- 
pendentund free—flie is fubjeifl tp iioextianeoui 
caauol — ^but, preferviog her equal neutr^ty an^ 
perfifting in her dignified rcfufal to enlift under 
•the banners of eicher of the parties which have 
made Europe but an ample aeeldamm, {he has 
parfued chat fyflcm of policy beft calcnlatcd to 
«i^ure her own luppinels and advantage, without 
giving caufe of o£Fence to any of her fore%n con* 
JWiftionsor viobting facr pubUc ei^;agciaieftts.— 
May her peace, like her glory and freedom, be 
perpetual ! 

Oh the Uft page ofJfate'B wentful volume, 
with the nptured ken of prophcfy, I beholcf 
Colvmsia's name rec(»ded ,- her future honori 
and happincfs infcribcd.— In the fame important 
book the approaching end of Tyranny and the 
triumph of Right and Juftice are written m in- 
delible charaiSers.— The flruggle will foon be 
«vcr— the tottering thrones ofDcfpots will quickly 
&1I and bury their proud incumbents in their 
mffy ntiiijt ! 

lam 
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Theit' Peace on earth fhall hold her eafy fway. 
And imii forget bis brother man to flay— • 
To martial arts, fluU milder arts fucceed > 
tVho blelles rooft> fliall gain the iffimwtal meed. 
The eye of Pity fliall be pain'd no more. 
With Vifioty's crimfon banners llain'd wiihgoR.' 
Thou glorious sera corae 1 Hail ble&d time ! 
When fiill-orb'd Freedom fhall unclouded fliine^ 
When the chafle Mufes cherilh'd by her rays. 
In olive grovct fliall tune their fweeteft lays— ^ 
Wlfen boumeous Cereafliall direi^ her car» 
O'er fields now blafled by tbc fires of war— 
And angels view with joy and wonler join'dy 
The golden age rqpira'd to blsTs mankind I 
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